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BUILDING XXI AFRICA 

The issue of employment occupies a prominent place in the development policy debates of all nations around the 
world as it is the focus of attention of governments who seek the most     appropriate ways and means to alleviate 
the problems of unemployment in order to lift their populations out of precariousness. The main concern of govern-
ments is to enable their populations not only to meet their needs but also to contribute to socio-economic develop-
ment.     Despite the efforts of governments to find ways to reduce unemployment, it continues to grow on the Afri-
can continent. 

“We know that the COVID-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on youth labour markets around the world,” said Martha 
Newton, ILO Deputy Director-General for Policy. “It’s exposed a number of shortcomings in the way the needs of 
young people are addressed, especially the most vulnerable first-time job seekers, school dropouts, fresh graduates 
with little experience and those who remain inactive not by choice.”  

The issue of employment occupies a prominent place in the development policy debates of all nations around the 
world as it is the focus of attention of governments who seek the most appropriate ways and means to alleviate the 
problems of unemployment in order to lift their populations out of poverty. The main concern of governments is to 
enable their populations not only to meet their needs but also to contribute to socio-economic development. Despite 
the efforts of governments to find ways to reduce unemployment, it continues to grow on the African continent.  

In 2022, Africa’s average rate of unemployment rate is at 8% with more women than men facing unemployment. 
Further, South Africa recorded a much higher unemployment rate at around 34% while Niger has the lowest rate at 
0.79%. Breaking it down by demographics, the average rate of unemployment among the youth in Africa is 13% with 
some countries such as Djibouti experiencing youth unemployment rate of up to 80% as per the same publication. 
This is compounded by the fact that more than 60% of Africa’s population is under the age of 25. It is also projected 
that by 2030, young African will constitute 42% of Global Youth. Globally, the ILO COVID-19 pandemic affected the 
youth the most in terms of unemployment and job losses with young women struggling more than their male coun-
terparts to find jobs.  

In recent years, the solution proposed by governments and international organizations to       reduce youth unem-
ployment is the promotion of entrepreneurship, including agricultural       entrepreneurship, as it could be a stable 
source of employment in economies heavily dependent on agriculture in the short and medium term. 
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Several studies highlight the important role that the diaspora plays through private remittances 

in the development of entrepreneurial projects at the family level in their country of origin. 

Given the large amounts of money involved, it would be wise to find mechanisms to involve the 

diaspora in the development of a thriving and professional entrepreneurial ecosystem on the 

African continent. 

One of the advantages of this concept is that the importance of the African diaspora is recog-

nized by international organizations, e.g. Article 3 of the Protocol on Amendments to the Con-

stitutive Act of the African Union recognizes the important role that the African diaspora has to 

play in the development of the continent and states that the Union "invites and encourages the 

Diaspora, as an important part of our continent, to participate fully in the building of the African 

Union". This will certainly help the success of the African Union's Agenda 2063, which is the blue-

print for making Africa the global powerhouse of the future. It is, so to speak, the strategic 

framework for achieving the goal of inclusive and sustainable development of Africa and a con-

crete manifestation of the pan-African will for unity, self- determination, freedom, progress and 

collective prosperity pursued by Pan-Africanism and the African Renaissance. 

The international influence of the African diaspora, its financial capacity and the key positions it 

occupies in most of the host countries are valuable for the logistical support they provide to the 

functioning of the informal network of African mutual aid in the World. Family, village and faith-

based relationships play a key role in strengthening this network. Regardless of the quality of its 

integration into host societies, the African diaspora always shows its dual allegiance by being 

concerned about the political and economic future of Africa. This is reflected in the massive  

support provided by the diaspora at all levels and in many forms. 

It is to concretize this ambition of training and accompanying young African entrepreneurs that 

the Youth Entrepreneur Network organizes each year the Economic Forum of Young African En-

trepreneurs. It will be an opportunity for these young people full of ideas to have the necessary 

tools to develop their business. Through workshops, roundtables, networking sessions and ex-

changes, African entrepreneurs will have the opportunity to strengthen not only their networks 

of actors but also to learn about the possibilities of financing projects that governments and ac-

tors of the private and parapublic sector grant; also to arm themselves with the necessary tools 

for their active presence on the international market. 

mailto:sbofad@gmail.com
http://www.ofad-europe.org


 4 

ABOUT 

Young entrepreneur forum 

 This is an annual high– level meeting, which aims to bring together young Africans living in Africa and 

those of the Diaspora on ECONOMIC ISSUES for the promotion of  MADE IN AFRICA .   

The 2nd edition of the Young African Entrepreneur Economic Forum (YAES), jointly organized by the 

Youth Entrepreneur Network (YAES) and the United Nations Office for South-South          Cooperation 

(UNOSSC), is scheduled to take place from 11-13 january 2023 in Freetown, Sierra Leone. 

The theme of this forum is : « CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF 

YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN AFRICA FOR A REVISITED SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION  ».  

The choice of this theme comes at a time when remittance flows to low and middle-income countries 

reached $550 billion in 2019, surpassing foreign direct investment and official development aid. Specifi-

cally, Sub-Saharan African immigrants living in the U.S., Europe, and elsewhere in 2021, send $46 billion, 

an increase of 6.2 percent over 2020, when remittances were impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. This 

is why it is imperative to look at the role of the diaspora in Africa's development from a strategic pers-

pective, according to Nigerian politician and former World Bank Vice President Ms. Obiagali Ezekwesili 

during a meeting with African expatriates. It is further recognized that beyond the financial means, Afri-

cans in the Diaspora have the skills and knowledge that should be mobilized for the continent.  

During this forum, the role of the Diaspora in the development of Africa will be considered from a stra-

tegic point of view under the guise of Diaspora-Africa Cooperation, guided by the principles of South-

South Cooperation particularly the exchange of best practices through peer-to-peer learning and the 

promotion of strong, genuine, broad-based partnership and solidarity among people and countries of 

the South. South-South cooperation is a common endeavour of peoples and countries of the South and 

must be pursued as an expression of South-South solidarity and a strategy for economic independence 

and self-reliance of the South based on their common objectives and solidarity. With the recognition by 

the AUC, of African Diaspora as an important part of the continent, this Young African Entrepreneurs- 

African Diaspora partnership will be a demonstration south-south cooperation and solidarity in action.  

Participants in the Forum will be able to exchange on the possibility of creating economic     models that 

will allow them to actively participate in economic and financial projects on the  continent among oth-

ers...The forum also provides an opportunity for participants to register in the database of African dias-

pora skills for use by African governments and international development agencies. 
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A variety of perspectives will be presented at the economic forum, which will see the participation of en-

trepreneurs, policy makers, members of the diaspora, members of non- governmental organizations 

dedicated to development. The Forum will allow Think Thank leaders to present their solution-oriented 

research and studies to the public. It is expected to result in recommendations to strengthen and struc-

ture the role of the African Diaspora in fostering Africa's development within the framework of the UN 

Decade of Action for the Sustainable Development Goals. For example, the UN Office for South-South 

cooperation, has in the past commissioned a case-study research on the Ethiopian Diaspora Trust Fund 

in a bid to better understand the model for possible best practice and knowledge sharing among other 

African Countries. During this Forum, a short presentation of key findings will be presented to the parti-

cipants for purposes of providing an example from the Global South on harnessing Diaspora funds for 

local development.  

« CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN AFRICA FOR A REVISITED SOUTH-

SOUTH COOPERATION  ».  

The theme chosen for this year's second edition of the Young African Entrepreneurs Economic 

Forum is " CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUTH EN-

TREPRENEURSHIP IN AFRICA FOR A REVISITED SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION  ". This theme 

highlights the importance of the African Diaspora in the transfer of skills and technology to the 

continent's youth. 

Since 2020, the African Diaspora has been designated by the African Union as the sixth region of 

Africa in view of the contribution it can make to Africa's development.  

Thus, through contact with their compatriots living abroad, young African entrepreneurs will 

learn to compete on the international scene. The international market is much larger and re-

quires a certain standard of product quality, quantity and packaging. 

Development organizations and various actors in the entrepreneurial ecosystem will have the 

opportunity to present their programs for the promotion of youth employment. 

One of the objectives of the trainings is allow the different actors of the entrepreneurial ecosys-

tem to conduct training seminar during the forum in order to educate the participants. 

CHOICE OF THEME 
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Main objective: 

To highlight the importance of the diaspora in the development of the African continent and in 

the promotion of "Made in Africa" products 

Secondary objectives: 

Networking : Create a solid network of African entrepreneurs from the Diaspora and the   continent 

Inform, train : Inform African entrepreneurs on international standards useful for their competi-

tiveness especially on the continent and beyond 

Inform entrepreneurs on the rules and procedures for financial support by public and private 

structures and on new methods of raising funds. 

Advice  : Receive expert advice on entrepreneurship  

Visibility : Showcase African know-how through an exhibition  

 Reward: give distinctive prizes to entrepreneurs who stand out  

OBJECTIVES OF THE EVENT 
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The forum is aimed at the general public without restriction, in 

all areas of society : 

 

 

All the actors of the diaspora 

Core Target: : 

- Entrepreneurs in Sierra Leone Students 

Secondary targets : 

Regional state institutions 

International organizations 

Civil society 

All media actors (local and international) 

Opinion leaders 

Associations 

  THE PARTICIPANT’S PROFILE 

Email:  info@fejea.net  Site web : www.fejea.net                                       

mailto:sbofad@gmail.com
http://www.ofad-europe.org


 8 
Email:  info@fejea.net  Site web : www.fejea.net                                       

  SIGNAGE FEJEA 2023 

EVENT NAME FEJEA 2023 

FULL NAME 
 

African Youth Business Forum 

COUNTRY SIERRA LEONE, FREETOWN 

DATE FROM JANUARY  11 TO 13 , 2023 

ORGANIZERS 
 
 

YOUTH ENTREPRENEUR NETWORK (YEN), 

THE UNITED NATIONS OFFICE FOR SOUTH-SOUTH 

COOPERATION (UNOSSC) 

CENTRAL THEME  
CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE DEVE-

LOPMENT OF YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP IN AFRICA FOR A 
REVISITED SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION   

SUB THEME 12 
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     THE EVENT  FEJEA 2023 
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The city of  Freetown in Sierra Leone will host the  2nd AFRICAN YOUTH BUSINESS FORUM         

- FEJEA 2023 from 11-13 january 2023 in FREETOWN, SIERRA LEONE. Under the theme :                           

« CONTRIBUTION OF THE AFRICAN DIASPORA IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUTH ENTREPRE-

NEURSHIP IN AFRICA FOR A REVISITED SOUTH-SOUTH COOPERATION  ».  

This high-level meeting will mobilize for 03 days, nearly 100 participants from Sierra Leone, 

around the perspectives and challenge of Youth Employment.  

This choice is justified by the annual and rotating nature of the Forum. In addition, Sierra Leone 

is an integral part of the UNAMI River countries and is the crossroads of the region. Sierra Leone 

is a country that after having experienced war is trying to rebuild itself and for this the promo-

tion of the entrepreneurial culture among the youth who are most affected by unemployment is 

essential. In this context, the diaspora through various organizations and local partners would 

like to collaborate in training young entrepreneurs and students  for 3 days. 

 

     THE CHOICE OF FREETOWN ( SIERRA LEONE)  
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THE INTEREST OF PARTICIPING IN THE  FEJEA 2023   

« SINCE ITS LAUNCH IN 2021, THE AFRICAN YOUTH BUSINESS FORUM HAS 

FOSTERED DIALOGUE AND KNOWLEDGE EXCHANGE ON A VARIETY OF       

ISSUES AND CHALLENGES FACING AFRICA, NOTABLY AROUND THE AFRICAN 

CONTINENTAL FREE TRADE AREA. -  ZLECAF».  

 

The 2023 edition of African youth Business Forum responds to a growing call for action to im-

prove Africa's capacity to address unemployment through local entrepreneurship with the in-

volvement of the diaspora through the transfer of skills and financial funds and to get back on 

track towards inclusive sustainable development.  

The economic forum is now intended to be the main venue for discussion on the key issues of 

diaspora involvement in the development of youth entrepreneurship in Africa and the establish-

ment of successful businesses.. 

The specific issues that will be addressed during the Forum are the following: 

- Promoting knowledge management as an important driver of policy analysis for effective     

policy formulation, dialogue, implementation and monitoring/evaluation. 

- Foster a dialogue that encourages the exchange of ideas and innovative thinking between 

members of the diaspora, the UN Office for South-South Cooperation, NGO leaders, African en-

trepreneurs, development practitioners and policy makers. 

 

 

mailto:sbofad@gmail.com
http://www.ofad-europe.org


 11 
Email:  info@fejea.net  Site web : www.fejea.net                                       

THE INTEREST OF PARTICIPING IN THE  FEJEA 2023   

- Encourage and strengthen evidence-based research on environmental, socio-economic and 

policy issues related to the development of African economies. 

- To provide opportunities for young entrepreneurs, Africans in the diaspora and organizations 

to share their experiences with policy makers. 

- Reflect on the importance of human capital and professional development for the continent 

and develop a roadmap for the creation of a database of African diaspora skills. 

- To serve as a platform for entrepreneurs, policy makers, and private and public sector actors to 

meet and reach consensus on the modalities of regional and continental integration of the Afri-

can diaspora to accelerate Africa's inclusive and sustainable development. 
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MAIN FORUM AGENDA 

This year’s theme highlights the importance of the African Diaspora in the transfer of skills and technology to the continent's youth. Through contact 
with their compatriots living abroad, young African entrepreneurs will learn to compete on the international scene. The international market is much 
larger and requires a certain standard of product quality, quantity and packaging. Further, the Forum will highlight the importance of the diaspora in 
the promotion of "Made in Africa" products. 

Objectives: 

1. Networking: Create a solid network of African entrepreneurs from the Diaspora and the continent 

2. Capacity building- train African entrepreneurs on international standards useful for their competitiveness especially on the continent and 
beyond 

3. Provide entrepreneurs with information raising capital for entrepreneurial ventures  

4.  Mentorship on the entrepreneurial journey  

5. Increase visibility: Showcase African know-how through an exhibition that will include a reward for most distinctive products/ service pre-
sentation.  

Targeted Audience and Participants:  

As this Forum will adopt a hybrid system of participation, targeted audience and participants will include, but not limited to:   

1. African Diaspora  

2. Young entrepreneurs in Sierra Leone  

3.  Other stakeholders such as civil society, academia, private sector etc  

Draft Programme of Activities 

This will be a 3 -day Forum that will be marked by several activities. Key activities will include:  

1. Training sessions with experts: A certification training session will be organized and run by experts in various fields (accounting, taxation, re-
cruitment and placement companies, communication, marketing, management, etc.) who will come to discuss and answer the questions that 

entrepreneurs encounter daily in their projects..  

2. Seminars: presentations illustrated by concrete examples of young entrepreneurs and representatives from the Diaspora who have walked 
the entrepreneurial path .  

3. Pitch Battle- competition between young entrepreneurs or future entrepreneurs to present their projects, and the most innovative and inte-
resting project will be awarded .  

4. An exhibition: entrepreneurs will exhibit their products, services and achievements to be discovered, tasted and tested ;  

5. B2B Networking : to make contacts with partners, investors and innovative entrepreneurs . 

Expected Forum Outputs  

A forum report that will include key take-aways and recommendations from both 
young entrepreneurs and African Diaspora that will inform a richer and more im-

pactful partnership going forward.  

An early-stage network of actors within the young African entrepreneurs and Afri-
can Diaspora space for purposes of knowledge and skill exchange in the spirit of 
South-South cooperation.  
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